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NECC srows in Lawrence 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


Healthcare students of the city of 
Lawrence will be seeing more of 
campus life and college activity in 
the near future due in part to the new 
president of Northern Essex 
Community College, Lane Glenn. 

The road to the Lawrence cam- 
pus off 495 is littered with construc- 
tion. 

Streets are closed, lanes are 
blocked off, construction is active in 
a lot of places, and sidewalks are bent 
out of shape. Even past plans for 

“more buildings seem to have been 
wait-listed. 

Such is the present state of 
Lawrence, but President Glenn has 
made it clear what his plans are for 
the city. 

In a letter to the Boston Globe, 
Glenn wrote, “We recognize that a 
fully developed urban campus, which 
is what we envision, would be a great 
boon for the city [of Lawrence]. It 
would provide additional opportuni- 
ties for local residents, a larger pool 
of skilled workers for local employ- 
ers, and aesthetically pleasing build- 
ings and open space.” 

If there was any indication that 
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Former NECC 
student, is finalist 
in singing contest 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Singers describe performing the 
National Anthem as one of the most 
difficult songs to perform, especially 
while singing acapella. NECC alum- 
nus, Jenney Dale, recently did just 
that at an audition for the 93.7 Mike 
FM “Oh say can you sing” contest. 

She performed the song and 
nailed it. Hundreds tried out for the 
contest, where the grand prize is 
singing the National Anthem in front 
of a packed house before a Red Sox 
game. 

Dale uncovered that she had the 
ability to sing and act at the age of 
14, while singing along with her 
mother’s old “Funny Girl” album. 
After this, Dale decided to try out for 
a school play. 


the NECC expansion was being put 
on the fast track, this would be it, if 
not the new: addition of the 
Riverwalk Campus last fall. 

Plans and development for the 
further expansion in the city of 
Lawrence have been in the works for 
six years now. 

The planned locations for the 
expansion are the site of what used to 
be the In-Town Mall on Common St., 
the property on the comer of Lowell 
and Franklin Street where “Central 
Rental” used to operate, and the more 
recently acquired property where the 
former Registry of Deeds currently 
is, on Common Street as well. 

The In-Town Mall space is being 
allotted for a new Allied Health and 
Technology Building, which will har- 
bor many classrooms, labs, and 
offices dedicated to many different 
areas of health care. 

The Registry of Deeds is 
rumored to be the site of a small 
park/green space with more parking 
for students, but the plans are still in 
the works. 

The home of the new 
iHealth@NECC program, an acceler- 
ated health care program in partner- 
ship with Health Education Partners 
(providers of the building), will be 
where the rental service used to oper- 


h say 


“T figured that if I could keep up 
with Barbra (Streisand) I probably 
had a decent voice,” Dale said. “So I 
auditioned for 'Bye Bye Birdie’ at my 
high school and got cast as one of the 
leads. 

In high school Dale continued to 
stay involved in the arts, studying 
voice and piano. 

“J have written a few songs and 


sang in bands both in the Boston and- 


New York City area. I lived in NYC 
for a few years pursuing music the- 
atre but found that I preferred the 
small town feel of Boston so I came 
back,” she says. 

While at NECC, Dale was an 
active member in the theatre commu- 
nity. But, decided to leave to pursue a 
career in music. * 

Dale has even tried out for 
American Idol. 

“T tried out for American Idol 
once years back.” She said “I waited 
in the rain with thousands of other 
people, sang my 16 bars, they said 
‘thank you' and I left.” 

Despite all of her experience she 
still gets nervous before performing 


ate. The site is still under construc- 
tion, but programs are scheduled to 
begin at the start of the fall semester 

NECC offers 19 health care cer- 
tificate and associate degree pro- 
grams, but due to the lack of room to 
efficiently offer these programs to 
everyone, enrollments had to be 
capped to accommodate for the limit- 
ed space. 

With the new program, an esti- 
mated 200 students will be enrolled 
for the fall. Last year, out of about the 
thousand students who graduated, 
nearly 350 of them were health care 
majors. 

These new programs offer con- 
venient scheduling and some can be 
completed in a 12 month period. 

The accelerated courses, which 
are taught by a mix of online and 
hands- on training, do have much 
higher fees ($245 a credit for 
Massachusetts residents) as com- 
pared to normal credit classes (aver- 
age $162 a credit). 

According to the Executive Vice 
President, Mary Ellen Ashley, a few 
of the iHealth programs will begin on 
September 7th at the Lawrence 
Riverwalk campus until the facility is 
completed. 

While the city of Lawrence con- 
tinues to rebuild itself, be it new 
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The new building for the NECC ihealth program has 


still yet to be finished. 


roads, or new government, NECC 
continues to strive for more conven- 
ience towards it’s students and better 
learning facilities. Indications from 


the media and faculty resources have 
pointed the credit to President Glenn, 
but of course credit is deserved all 
around. 


can you sing’ 


in front of an audience. 

“T always get nervous before per- 
forming. Sometimes, I am more 
nervous afterwards than before. But I 
just try to focus on the job, I have to 
do.” 

“T was really nervous for this one 
because the National Anthem is such 
a tough song to sing, never mind try- 
ing to sing it acapella. If you start in 
the wrong key you're screwed and the 
delay on the PA system is really hard 
to sing with as well.” Dale said. 

“It takes a lot of focus and con- 
centration,” she says in order to nail 
a performance. 

Dale describes being a finalist in 
the contest as a dream come true and 
is thankful to even to have made it to 
this point. 

“It feels really great to be a final- 
ist. I already got a little taste of the 
grand prize. After being announced 
as a finalist at the audition, they gave 
me four tickets to the Lowell 
Spinners game that night and the 
opportunity to sing the Anthem 
before their game,” Dale said. 

As for winning the contest, Dale 


Jenney Dale belts out the National Anthem while 
auditioning at Fenway Park. 


says if she were to win she wants to 
sing the song with the justice it 
deserves. 


Dale currently is a junior in the 
Theatre Performance BFA program 
at Salem State University. 
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Welcome to NECC 


At the Observer staff we would like to 
give a big, huge welcome to new students. 
We offer you a few words of advice, 
besides the ordinary tips of doing your 
homework and go to class. 

First, avoid the sharp corners of the 
vending machines and tables in the lobby. 
The janitors will not like you if they have 
to clean up blood all the time. 

Don’t run in the hallways. But, if you 
do run fast because you don’t want people 
to know it is you because you will look like 
an idiot. 

Always check your NECC email 
because sometimes professors will nag at 
you through the messages sent there. 
Otherwise, they will just bother you more. 
Although rare, sometimes they may cancel 
your class, so keep up with the email. 

Don’t hiss at your teachers or security 
will remove from class. We say this not 


from experience but for your own good. 

Don’t ask to go to the bathroom, just 
go. Your are not in high school anymore 
and there’s no sign out sheet. Then, make 
sure to wash your hands afterwards. If you 
found that last one helpful, you may not be 
ready for college. 

Not to make a speech like, “Ask not 
what your college can do for you,” or any- 
thing, but, make your time at college worth 
it. Take up the spirit of Shel Silverstein and 
put something in, “that ain’t been there 
before.” Usually you only take this trip 
once, so make it a Sunday drive with a few 
pit stops along the way. Write, create, do 
what ever is neccesary to _ keep the torch 
that was passed onto this generation lit for 
all to see. 

Nonetheless, we are very happy to 
have you here on campus and look forward 
to meeting you. 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 

Newsroom: 978-556-3633 Adviser: 978-556-3397 

Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 
The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 


all submissions. 


Fall 2011 Staff 


Executive Editor: Chantal McGovern 
Opinion Editor: Thomas Shamma 
News Editor: Andy Robinson 
Campus Life Editor: Mary Ellen D'Angelo Lombari 
Features Editor: Michele Simon 
Sports Editor: TBD 
A&E Editor: Shannon Keating 
Copy Editor: TBD 
Staff Writer: Lisa Lemoi 
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Publication schedule 


Ad/Copy Deadline 


Issue Publication Date 


#2 Sept.21 


Observer Staff Cartoon 


Why are ai going 
to college? 


Sept. 14 


#3 Oct.5 Sept. 28 


4 Oct. 19 
#5 Nov. 
#6 Nov. 16 
#7 Dec. 7 
#8 Dec. 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 

} tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
} risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


Oct. 12 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 9 
Dec. 1 
Dec. 7 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


High School Education 
“LOL gets a 
a better job.” 


Donna Molina 

General Studies 

“Because I was working a menial job and 
my kids are all grown up. I already com- 
pleted 18 credits, and wanted to go back.” 


Vanecia Chaney 
Human Services 


be 
rig “To better my future.” 


education, 


Photos/Interviews by Thomas Shamma 


Chuck Prescott 
Physical Education 
“Because I need a degree to get some money. 
“I want to be a gym teacher, that’s what I’ve 
got to do.” 
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Did 9/11 really change everything? 


Or did the world 
change under our feet 
before the attacks? 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 


Opininon editor 
It's been 10 years since 
September 11, 2001. A lot has 


changed since then -- computers have 
gotten smaller, cars have gotten 
faster, phones have gotten smarter. It 
seems we're at war in more places 
and for more reasons every year. 

The attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon, and 
attempted attack by the hijackers of 
flight 93, started off the 21st century 
with a vivid landmark in history. 
There's a long time left in this centu- 
ry, and we can only speculate about 
what the other landmark events in 
American and World culture might 
be coming in the next 89 years. 
World War Three? Global economic 
collapse? The technological singu- 
larity? The collapse of industry? 

If we set the bar at whether an 
event changes everything, those 
would all qualify. But, did 
September 11? 

Well, sort of. 

Everything that happened on 
September 11, 2001 was possible on 
September 10th. It was possible in 
1999. It might have been possible 
earlier. The resources that the hijack- 
ers used to coordinate the attacks 


weren't new technologies. Or, they 
weren't very new, anyway. Nothing 
about the facts of the science, infra- 
structure and resources changed. 

But that morming forced 
Americans to change the way we saw 
things for the next ten years. 

At a little over 230 years old, 
America is a fairly young country, 
but still old enough to have devel- 
oped habits suited to older times. 
Many of the details of parliamentary 
procedure, the system our congress is 
based on, were designed for a world 
without phones, cars, or email. 

In the 1800's we got used to the 
Industrial Revolution enough to 
flourish. But then, for quite a long 
time, things didn't really change in a 
big way. It was easy to get used to -- 
machines got better and better, could 
do more and more, but the main thing 
was production. Industry. 

Then came the internet. And, 
even though it was invented here, we 
almost didn't notice. We kept plug- 
ging along like we were still in a 
world where industry was the most 
important element of a working 
nation. 

The September 11 attacks were a 
national tragedy for this country, and 
a personal tragedy for thousands of 
its citizens. It was a violent act of 
total war by an enemy connected by 
ideology rather than borders. 

It was also a wakeup call for a 
country that wasn't keeping up with 
the century. 

It was hard to fathom, at first. It 


took hours, then days, for what hap- 
pened to begin to sink in. It didn't 
sink in for everyone, the "9/11 Truth" 
movement suggests a significant 
minority of people who still can't 
grapple with the idea that it doesn't 
take a major government to execute a 
major attack. 

The wars started, the media 
mobilized, and it's true that every- 
thing changed. We had to stop ignor- 
ing the world as it had come to be, 
but at first we didn't meet it on its 
own terms. We tried to make it fit 
into the model of the world we still 
wanted to live in, where you always 
knew roughly where your enemies 
lived. We declared a war on 'terror,' 
we started covering every news story 
with the same hysterical urgency. 

It makes a sort of sense, after all 
-- when 19 people acting on orders of 
a diffuse organization can launch an 
attack like the one on 9/11, how do 
you determine what's worth paying 
attention to, and what isn't? The old 
systems were broken. 

But the new systems are inade- 
quate. Ten years later, we're living in 
a country still reeling from the attack. 

The government and media 
changed, rapidly, but only to com- 
pensate for the immediate shortcom- 
ings of the national security already 
in place. In congress, radical legisla- 
tion like the Patriot Act was rushed 
through, in an attempt to grapple with 
the mismatch of resources between 
the large, 19th century style govern- 
ment and the small, 21st century ter- 


rorist groups. 

Meanwhile, 24 hour news cover- 
age spread throughout the media in 
an effort to keep up with the over- 
whelming flow of potentially impor- 
tant information that hadn't seemed 
important before. 

Ground Zero in New York City is 
finally being rebuilt into a memorial 
museum. It seems like now is a good 
time to take that lead, and start reno- 
vating the organizational structures -- 
our media, our economy, our nation- 
al security -- that were devastated as 
much as that physical space by the 
attack. 

September 11 changed quite a 
lot, and we lost control during the 
course of that change. It's time we 
took the reins back on our country, 
and change again. 

The two major areas of change 


that need urgent attention are 


America’s philosophy on legislating 
around information, and the means of 
distributing that information itself -- 
the media. 

The Patriot Act and other major 
legislation from the early 2000’s 
should be scrapped entirely, and a 
national bipartisan effort should be 
made (if such an effort is possible) to 
more calmly consider the legal needs 
that act addressed, and provide for 
those needs in a comprehensive, 
intelligent way that doesn’t needless- 
ly infringe on Americans’ rights. 

The media is the larger problem 
of the two, and requires, in the very 
least, a nationwide cultural shift 
towards media literacy and ethical 
values. It might not be possible, but 
it’s definitely necessary. Without a 
trustworthy and intelligent media, we 
can’t hope for change to serve the 
public. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


The darker side of flash mobs 


Clever uses of new 
technology take a 


turn for the worse 


By Lisa LEMOI 
Staff writer 


Recently in the news I have 
been seeing a lot of stories on 
flash mobs that have taken a turn 
for the worse. Correct me if I'm 
wrong, but I thought flash mobs 
were meant to be something fun 
and unexpected. 

I wasn't sure, so to satisfy my 
curiosity I looked up the defini- 
tion of "flash mob." 
Dictionary.com defines flash 
mob as, "A large group of people 
mobilized by social media to 
meet in a public place for the 
purpose of doing an unusual or 
entertaining activity of short 
duration." 

Please note the word enter- 
taining. Nowhere does it men- 
tion violent or hateful acts. 

Recently in Maryland, 24 
teenagers gathered at a Seven- 
Eleven at 1:36 a.m. and robbed it 
within 60 seconds. In 
Philadelphia, over 200 teens have 
been gathering for random acts 
of violence via flash mob tech- 
niques. The 
Business Times reported, "A 
flash mob occurred on July 29, 
when about 30 teenagers near 
City Hall severely beat two peo- 
ple, leaving one unconscious and 
the other needing surgery for a 
broken jaw. In June, some gangs 
attacked pedestrians and people 
leaving restaurants while others 
robbed train passengers. Still 
others walked into stores and 
businesses and walked out with 
stolen goods." 


International © 


This behavior prompted 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. 
Nutter to put a 9 p.m. curfew on 
the city youth for Friday and 
Saturday nights, and have per- 
sonally held the parents responsi- 
ble for any child found out after 
curfew with fines upward of 
$500. In the words of Mayor 
Nutter, "We've got the biggest, 
baddest gang in town -- a com- 
mitted group of citizens and a 
committed government and we're 
working together and we're not 
going to have this nonsense any- 
more." 

I was going ‘to give a good 
tongue lashing and finger point- 
ing on how the young people in 
these states have taken some- 
thing enjoyable, positive, and 
surprising like flash mobs into 
something mean, disruptive, and 
violent. 

But I'm trying not to sound 
like a grandmother, so I won't 
waste any more of my energy 
glorifying these morons. 

So I began to wonder. Where 
did flash mobs originate, and 
why don't we ever see the 
evening news broadcast all the 
fun and creative flash mobs? 
Personally, I would rather see 
reporters on the scene of a danc- 
ing flash mob (perhaps even par- 
taking in the fun) than on a mur- 
der scene. But hey, that's just me. 

As a member of the ‘older 
generation,’ (I'm over 30, but 
clearly under 50), I didn't put 
much thought into where it all 
came from. It seemed as if it just 
appeared everywhere one day. 
So I did some research and came 
across some interesting facts. 

Harper's Magazine reported 
the flash mob movément back in 
2003 where individuals came 
together at a Toys R Us store in 
New York City to gather around a 


% 
a 


flash mob phenomenon. 


giant T-Rex dinosaur and stared 
at it for three minutes, then genu- 
flected and cowered beneath the 
giant toy. Employees of the store 
called security because they 
became concerned about the cult 
like activity occurring in their 
store. The mob dispersed before 
security could arrive. 

Then there is Charlie Todd, 
an actor who some feel should 
receive credit for starting the 
flash mob movement. Charlie 
started the 'Improv Everywhere’ 
missions back in 2001, where 
people get together for pranks in 


Manchester, England -- pillow fights ha 


a , 


ve become an iconic mainfestation of the 


photo by Flickr user piccadillywilson, liscenced under Creative Commons Attribution 


the New York City area to create 
scenes of joy and chaos in public 
places for a short period of time. 
I have to say, I was pleasantly 
surprised at the silliness, creativ- 
ity, and human reaction that goes 
into each of these pranks. 

A men's room attendant at a 
McDonalds in Times, Square? 
Priceless. 

A suicide jumper that is on a 
ledge that is 3 feet high? 
Twisted, yet comedic. 

- Then there are mobs that get 
together for the message of sav- 
ing a life. In Cheektowaga, NY, 


people gathered at the Walden 
Galleria mall.to perform CPR on 
mannequins to the tune of The 
Bee Gees song, Staying Alive.) 
This act was an effort to get a billl) 
passed to mandate CPR training) 
in the high school curriculum. | 

Others do it to demonstrate} 
the power of park and recreation, 
programs. Regardless of the odd-} 
ities, reasons, or messages, what, 
we discover with each act is a) 
lesson in humanity. Everyone has), 
a story. It's like one big sociolo-. 


gy experiment. Professor Crivaro 


would be proud. 
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Looking back on September 11 


A reflection on the 9/11 
terrorist attacks by a 
student who was here at 
NECC 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features editor 


A decade has past since one of the worst 
disasters in our lifetime - the terrorist attack of 
9/11. Can anyone forget where they were on 
that life-altering day ten years ago? I cannot. 

I happened to be here on the NECC campus 
taking classes for a, unknown to me, future fail- 
ure of a degree. I showed up early that sunny 
morning and went to the cafeteria, which back 
then took up most of the second floor of the 
One-Stop building. 

The televisions were on (yes there were 
TVs in the cafeteria) and blaring. I sensed that 
something was wrong from the quietness of 
what should have been a noisy active room. 
Everyone present had their eyes glued to the 
TV screens. 

I remember listening in shock to the news 
report of the explosion in one of the Twin 
Towers. 

The news reporter repeated it over and 
over; the tension in his voice was as tight as the 
tension in the air in the cafeteria. 

There wasn’t much news to report, because 
no one seemed to know what was happening, 
but what was reported had an air of devastation: 
It wasn’t just a building that had been hit; it was 
a blow to the heart of our country. 


Way TRANSFER TO 
QuINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


The clock ticked past the time for my class 
to start and eventually in dismay I pulled away 
from the lifeline of news, left the Cafeteria and 
went to my Programming class. 

No one in the class quite knew what to say 
and everyone seemed to have something to say, 
but none of it was about Programming. 

Shortly after the class started a security 
guard banged open the door to the classroom 
and told us to go home. The school was shutting 
down: In fact all colleges had been told to shut 
down. 

When I got in the car I turned on the radio 
and started driving home. Again the news of the 
attack was broadcast over and over. 

The repetitive report was suddenly broken 
when the reporter nearly shouted in a panicked 
voice that another Tower had been hit and the 
Pentagon. 

I don't remember which was first but they 
were announced so close to each other that 
there wasn’t time for the newscast of the first to 
sink in. 

In that one moment of time, all I knew was 
that America was being attacked. Noone 
seemed to know if there would be more, or 
where they would strike next. Would they use 
nukes next? 

I looked up at the sky through the trees lin- 
ing the road. It was a vast blue terror hanging 
over me. I felt so alone in that car, wishing I 
was back on campus with my classmates. 

As I look around at the campus today not 
much seems to have changed since before the 
9/11 attacks. 

Those students have moved on, attained 
degrees and moved on with their lives. New 
people, new faces, have replaced them. Sure the 
gas is higher and the economy is down, but life 


Just 2% hows from Northen 
Eesex Comniunity College is a 
stucdent-crtented university 
devoted to academic exellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors inclide nationally 
ranked proerame in arts and 


September 17, 2001 


The aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade: Caner on 


photo by Flickr user Slagheap, released under Creative Commons attribution share alike liseence 


goes on. Or does it? 

One decade later, ten long years, people are 
still dying in a war raged from the result of the 
9/11 attacks. We are still feeling the after- 
shocks. 


It has just woven into our lives so neatly 
over time that many of us have become 
immune. That immunity in some ways is scari- 
er than the attacks. 


Calling all Student Leaders 


Make a Difference 


Get Involved 


Run for Student Senate 


INTEREST MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 14th 3:30pm 


A112 & L244 


‘Petitions due Friday, September 30th* 


The mission of the NECC Student Senate 


sciences, business, health scierces, is to promote the interests of the 


nursing and ecmmunications. 


Northern Essay students, improve student participation 


in decision-making, and encourage the 


And we're committed to using Community College 
integration between students, faculty, 
the credits you've already earned. staff and campus organizations, while 


uniting both campuses in the creation 


agrees + Lande + Put geter 


Visit wwwaquindpincedu to 
see why Quinnipiac is pour next 
step toward a bachelos’s deoree 
and the career you want 


of positive change. 


foster ta t Center. For more information come ¥ ee 
to the interest meeting, visit the Student Senate 34 : 
webpage or contact Amy at : 
978.738.7416 or akelly@necc.mass.edu . 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/academics/enrichment/student-senate/ 


275 Mlount Carrel Avene FALL 
ey Harden, CT 00518-1908 OPEN HOUSES 
|: WF-S$2-8512 + Toll Free 1-800-452-19-44 Sept. 24, Oct. 22 
: & Nov. 12 


National News 


Harvey Fierstein adds 
love to Newsies‘ 


NEW YORK (AP) - When Harvey 
Fierstein was asked to make the film 
Newsies" work on stage, he realized that 
something was missing from the original. 

“In a musical, there's an old rule: You 
must follow the love story,” the four-time 
Tony Award-winning actor and writer said 
Thursday. “It gives the audience some- 
where to go and someplace to rest their 
hearts." 

The trouble with the film Newsies" 
was that it lacked that spark of passion. 

So Fierstein rolled up his sleeves and 
put one in. It's among many changes made 
to the 1992 film musical that tells the story 
of child newspaper sellers in turn-of-the- 
century New York who go on strike. 

The film, starring Christian Bale, Bill 
Pullman, Robert Duvall and Ann-Margret, 
did poorly at the box office but has become 
something of a cult hit of late. It's among 
the top most requested stage adaptations 
from Disney films. 

The Disney-backed stage musical will 
make its debut this month at the Paper Mill 
Playhouse in Millburn, N.J. Performances 
begin Sept. 15, with an official opening set 
for Sept. 25. 

The idea of putting it on stage began 
when Fierstein met with composer Alan 
Menken in his office decorated with posters 
of his hugely successful films, such as 
“The Little Mermaid," ‘Beauty and the 
Beast," Aladdin" and **Pocahontas." 

At one point, Fierstein pointed to’a 
poster of ‘‘Newsies," and asked if he'd con- 
sidered adapting the film. Menken said he 
and lyricist Jack Feldman had been 
wrestling with it for decades but couldn't 
make it work. 

“TI said, “I'll make it work," recalled 
Fierstein. 

Fierstein, known for his work in 
“Hairspray,” “La Cage aux Folles" and 
“Torch Song Trilogy," remembers the film 
fondly, even if it did contain bad Brooklyn 
accents. He would show a video of the film 
to his nephews. “It was one of those baby- 
sitting tools for boys," he said. “It's very 
boy." 

When he recently went back to the 
movie, Fierstein said he realized that it was 
a very old story _ the next generation stand- 
ing up for itself. ‘Whether it's Tiananmen 
Square or the Arab Spring or the American 
Revolution, there comes a time when the 
older generation must step aside for the new 
one." 

In the stage musical, the lead role of 
Jack Kelly is played by Jeremy Jordan, who 
recently starred on Broadway in “West 
Side Story" and will be there again this win- 
ter in the musical ‘Bonnie and Clyde." The 
part of Davey went to Ben Fankhauser, who 
starred in the first national tour of ‘Spring 
Awakening." 

The new musical retains the memorable 
songs Santa Fe," ‘The World Will Know," 
“Carrying the Banner," “Seize the Day" 
and **King of New York," but adds a‘young 
female reporter to the story, played by Kara 
Lindsay. 

Menken recalls being shocked initially 
when Fierstein suggested starting the show 
with the song ‘Santa Fe." Menken balked, 
saying that song was something the musical 
had to build up to. 

In the end, Fierstein won. 

~Just the boldness of that idea, of that 
moment at the top of the show, for me, was 
transformative. And the idea of Katherine _ 
hugely transformative," Menken said. ‘So 
it's just great to have that infusion of new 
ideas and energy." 


News 


Orientations kick off fall 


Summer info sessions 
give new students 
resources for success 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


Beginning college never seemed so easy 
with the hands of the Student Engagement 
Center chauffeuring in new students to 
Northern Essex Community College. 

This summer may not have not been the 
first attempt at orientations, but it was the first 
required set of orientations for students new to 
the school. While some orientation groups 
were bigger than others, the average rate of 
students actually attending was about 50 per- 
cent (40 students averaged the sign-up sheet). 

Dina Brown, Director of Student 
Engagement, said, “The premise is to give the 
students the tools they need to be successful.” 
These tools include your college basics: what 
to bring to class (paper, etc), where your class- 
es are, and what you can do on campus. 

New Students were asked to put a lapse in 
their summer downtime, or very busy summer 
depending on what kind of student they are, 


and visit the campus for the informational 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been com- 
piled to inform students and staff 
about the incidents requirin 
assistance from Eagle Security on 
the Haverhill and Lawrence cam 
puses. This log covers: incident. 
between May 12, 2011 to 
September 2, 2011 . 


May 25, 2011- A homej 
less male was wandering! 
campus. Police were called) 
at 9:50 a.m. 


May 25, 2011- A student 
was ill. Ambulance was 
called at 10:20 a.m. 


June 10, 2011- An person 
was ill at Relay for Life. 
Ambulance was called. 


August 11, 2011- An hit and 
run occurred in the C-building 
parking lot in Lot#4. It 
occurred at 9:30 a.m. 


September 2, 2011- A woman 
was ill in the gym building. At 
9:45 a.m. 


meetings. 

The orientation as it is now has a run time 
of about three and a half hours, but a break is 
included as well as refreshments and prizes 
throughout the presentations. 

Campus life and classroom expectations 
cover the first half of the process, then the 
floor is passed off to Peter Gross, who covers 
the financial aid aspect of a student’s career at 
NECC. While the first half of the orientations 
was handed off to various people of the NECC 
faculty, Gross was left to do all 32 financial aid 
presentations. 

IDs are made afterward and an assorted 
freebies are handed out to all who attended. 

Brown said, “We are giving you tons of 
information and it’s just barely touching so 
many differnet areas, but we’re giving you a 
little bit of so many different subjects so that 
you can begin to know where to go for all the 
resources you need at the college.” 

Orientations are not in any way new to 
NECC. The orientation process has been ever 
changing, going through many styles and iter- 
ations. Since as early as 1998, different for- 
mats have been tried, all having the same basis 
and goal: to make students better prepared for 
the transition from high school (or the work- 


force, etc) to college life. A lot more goes on 
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behind the scenes with the orientation procees 
then a attendee would figure. A series of noti- 
fications (emails, phone calls, letters) are dis- 
trubted to incoming students in the time 
between they register for classes and the start 
of the fall semester. This is known as the “early 
connection.” 

Once the presentation process is over, 
another process begins that includes follow up 
messages and reminders. These operations are 
carried out by the Orientation Leaders, who are 
hired students with a 12 credits already com- 
pletely at NECC. 

Statistical data regarding the success of 
the orientations as well as any correlation 
between them and the success of students 
won’t be available until the spring semester. 

There is no question that the Student 
Engagement Center has been busy with the 
orientation process this summer, but they are 
constantly working and planning for future 
events, including the ice cream social event, 
brown bag lunches with the new Presidents, 
and a number of other things to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the NECC. - 

j If you’re interested in what the Student 
Engagement Center is doing this fall, call 
(978)-556-3731. 


WA Welcome and we wish 


NECC STUDENT ¢ 


ENGAGEMENT 
CENTER 


Some of the opportunities include: 


Student Leadesship Devel onerent Progran 
Studert Senate 

Clabe & organieatioes 

Studere Actathies 

New Shicent Orientation 


you good luck for a 
successful year! 
We look forward to 


working with you! 


The Student Engagement Center provides opportunities for students to integrate recreational, civic 
and social programs to foster a holistic educational experience. 


Serine ince: 

+ Colege D Cards 

+ Locker Sentals 

+ Bus Passes HHavertil Compas} 

+ Lanwance YHA Pais (Lanence Compes| 


Our offices are located in Haverhill in the Sport & Fitness Center (D117) and in Lawrence on Franklin 
Street (L133} or by phone at 978/556-3731, We look forward to seeing you at our upcorning events! 


pegs aie enns eek GS 2 0 es Pact ears ai ee ir fapereect Cae 
Hay soe en Leos a ha rele vee by gH, 
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Campus Life 


Sidewalks get a facelift 


Cement sets before 
fall classes begin at 
NECC 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Campus Life Editor 


The Haverhill campus at 
NECC underwent a facelift 
this summer, or, more accu- 
rately, a sidewalk-lift, as 
all the sidewalks and the 
cement in the quad were 
lifted up, removed, and 
replaced with brand new 
cement. 

Before the work, there 
was a lot of pooling and 
puddles when it rained. 

These puddles would turn 
to ice in the cold weather, 
making it hazardous to cross 
in the winter. 

“We're glad to say we've 
been able to fix all the prob- 
lems,” said Richard Goulet, 
Director of Facilities 
Management and Security on 
the Haverhill campus. 

During construction the 
Spurk building, the science 
building and the Sport and 
Fitness Center were the most 
affected by the construction. 

To bring the current 
construction project to an 
end, the lawn needs to be 


Construction on new sidewalks at the Haverhill cam- 


pus started in May and ended in September 


graded and edged, loam 
needs to be replaced and 
ground that has been dis- 


turbed by the construction 
will be reseeded. 

“We started at the end of 
May and our projected fin- 


ish time is before school 
starts on September 7th,” 
said Goulet,adding that 


Technology 


Rentals and digital 
books allows students 
to save 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Campus Life Editor 


As with any store you walk 
into today, the Barnes and Noble 
College Bookstore at NECC has 
a suite of services and new 
options for you to choose from to 
get your textbooks this fall. 

New this fall is textbook rentals. 

“It's a great way to save money. 
We've rented about fifty so far this 
fall.” says Tina Boyer, Bookstore 
Manager at the Haverhill Campus for 
the past six years. 

For example, take the text- 
book, The Moral of the Story. To 
buy this textbook brand new, you 
pay $114, to buy it used, you pay 
$92, to rent the book for the 
s@mester, you pay $57, a savings 
of 50%. 

' Boyer says the rented book 
néeds to be returned one week 
after finals are finished. The stu- 
dent will be sent email reminders 
and have a sticker on the book to 


remind them it is a rental. And 


the best part; a student is allowed 
to highlight in the book. 

Also available again this fall 
is the option of renting or buying 
digital textbooks. NookStudy is a 
free application designed for 
textbooks. 

Unlike the Nook, all pictures, 
graphics, and charts that are in 
the textbook will be in your digi- 
The NookStudy 
application can be downloaded to 


tal version. 
any two of your devices. It is 
compatible with all Apple and 
IBM products except for the 
iPad. 

Once you rent or purchase a 
digital textbook from NookStudy, 
a student can highlight, takes 
notes, save, print, bookmark, add 
a link, do content searches, drop 
in a document, look up a phrase, 
and open up to four different 
books at a time. NookStudy can 
be downloaded from NOOK- 
STUDY.COM/COLLEGE. 

“With the latest version of 
NookStudy, they added text-to 
speech,” says Boyer 

In other words, you can have 
the textbook read to you. Boyer 
says the Learning 
Accommodations Department at 
NECC has been working closely 


Hurricane Irene did not set 
the project back at all. 

Although much of the 
existing wrought iron fur- 
niture remains in good con- 
dition and will be put back, 
some were removed and 
need to be replaced. 

The new furniture that is 
being considered is 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari Photos 


Existing furniture waits to be placed on new side- 
walks. New furniture will be added in a few months. 


planters, benches and trash 
barrels. It could be several 


months 
replaced, 


before they 
maybe 


are 
even 


spring before we see them. 
“This is phase one, our 


biggest phase,” 


Goulet 


said. ““There 
ongoing projects, 
is the biggest one.” 
One of the next things 
Goulet hopes to tackle is 
the stairs around campus. 


are 
but 


many 
this 


offers new options 


with her to help make this avail- 
able to some of the students who 
use their services. 

“(Students are] very excited 
about this.” 

In development now is inte- 
gration between the digital text- 
books and the online Blackboard 
program. By spring of 2012, or 
fall of 2012 at the latest, students 
taking online classes will be able 
to integrate their digital text- 
books with the college's online 
software. 

Additional 
using digital textbooks are they 


advantages to 


don't have to be recycled, saving 
our resources. 

It's also a lot easier and 
lighter, and less bulky to carry 
around digital textbooks than it is 
to carry traditional textbooks. 

Within the drop/add period of 
a class a student can change their 
mind and swap from a digital 
book to a traditional textbook, or 
vice versa. 

“The way of the world is 
moving. If you don't move with 
it, you lose the kids,” says Boyer. 

The bookstore sold about 
3,000 digital books last year. 
This year they are hoping to sell 
about 1,000 more. 


YOKE 


od PREE , 
TUDO COM/COUEGE 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari Photos 


Tina Boyer, Bookstore Manager, showcases the many 
choices for students looking for textbooks this fall. 
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Arts and Entertainment 


Torchwood, America, 


does not impress 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Correspondent 


One word, Torchwood. Being a long time 
fan of the series, the only really successful 
spinoff of BBC's mega hit Doctor Who, I can't 
even say the name in my mind without it 
sounding like it came straight from the Welsh 
lips of the main female protagonist Gwen 
Cooper. 

Warning: spoilers ahead. 

I suppose I hear Gwen because since the 
first season, which aired in 2006, all but two of 
the principal characters have been killed off. 
All that remain are Gwen Cooper, played by 
Eve Myles, and Captain Jack Harkness, played 
by the massively under-appreciated actor John 
Barrowman. 

I suppose 
the only rea- 
son Harkness 
made it this far} 
is that, until} 
this latest sea- 
son, his literal 
immortality} — 
was a major} 
plot point in} 
the show. 

The series, 
which has} 


ingly : 
upbringing. 

Now in its\™ 
fourth season, 
it's never spent 
more than one 
season on a 
channel, start- 
ing on BBC 
Three, it then 
moved to BBC 
Two, then to 
BBC One, and 
now on Starz 
and BBC 


Worldwide, John 


Barrowman 


For a show Harkness, leader of Torchwood and carry- 
over from Doctor Who 


that has been 
bounced 
around, it's 
always been fantastic. The current season, 
titled Torchwood: Miracle Day, is no excep- 
tion. - 

But the fact is, I don't like it. 

Let me be clear: the cast is still great, the 
quality is still top notch, and the story telling 
is excellent, though I expect nothing less from 
showrunner Russel T. Davies, the man who 
regenerated Doctor Who. But none of it mat- 
ters, because the Torchwood I love is gone. 

I've been trying to put my finger on what's 
bothering me so much, and it didn't hit me 
until I read that Davies plans to keep the show 
styled as a mini series. 

The first two seasons of the show were 
shot with a creature of the week plot structure, 
similar to the X-Files, which the show can 
rightly be compared to. Each week, the cast 
would leave their secret underground base to 
solve a mystery. 

The seasons had character progres- 
sion, but a plot was usually wrapped up 
by the end of its episode. It was darker in 
tone than Doctor Who, targeting a more 
mature audience, but it managed to bal- 
ance the darkness with light. The charac- 
ters joked, they enjoyed themselves, and 
despite the hardships they faced, it always 
seemed fun, and that's whats missing. 
Torchwood isn't fun anymore. 

I realize now that the sense of fun was 
the best part of the show. It cut through 
the drama and the darkness. When a new 


mystery arrived ready to be solved, the 
team sprang at it with a sense of cheer. 

The show carried that feel from its parent 
series, Doctor Who; the Doctor is always 
eager for adventure. In the first two seasons of 
Torchwood, the team liked the job. 

Then, nearly all of them were killed. 

In the third season, a five night mini series 
titled “Children of Earth,” Ianto Jones, one of 
the surviving characters, was killed off. 

At the time, many fans got up in arms, 
going to far as to protest the death of Ianto. I 
thought it was silly, given how many of the 
other characters were killed. 

But now I think they were on to some- 
thing. The third season was action packed, but 
a bit of a downer. 

The dark tone had consumed the series. 
The cheer was gone, but I wasn't worried. I 

; thought at the 
time that this 
was a good way 
jof clearing the 
» slate. 

Season four 


jcould have a 
new team, a 


emotional bag- 
jegage of death 
} that came out of 
-jthe first three 
seasons. 


My hope 
was that season 
three was 


cathartic, repre- 
senting the ulti- 
mate low point, 
and that with 
four, we could 
start over. But 
that is not what 
happened. 
Season four 
Courtesy Photo has, so far, con- 

tinued the dark 
Jack trend, having 
been stripped 
bare of any 
[hie g' hilt 
moments it 
once had. With only two episodes left to air, 
this trend appears to be holding. 

The one moment I found really striking 
was an offhand line in one of the latest 
episodes. 

A new character arrives to help out the 
thrown together group of heroes, and asks 
what Torchwood is. 

One of the new characters this season, 
played by Mekhi Phifer, responds that 
Torchwood is dead, and now they just use the 
name as a way of identifying themselves as a 
group. That sums up what has happened to the 
show. 

Torchwood is dead and buried. Miracle 
Day is a great miniseries featuring some of the 
characters from the Torchwood cannon, but it 
isn't really Torchwood. 

Its not the Torchwood I love, because as 
much as it is a good show, it's not fun any- 
more. The show has been consumed by its 
demons. 

I'm still going to watch it, if for no other 
reason than the fact that I'll support any show 
that allows a gay character, played by a gay 
man, to be an action adventure lead. 

My worry is that Davies has stated that he 
wants to keep the show in a mini series format. 
Without the downtime between missions 
afforded by the monster of the week style, we 
can't have the humor of the earlier seasons. 

I could be wrong, maybe this season will 
be the clean slate for Torchwood to be reborn 
from. I hope it will be. 


as Captain 


e& 


- Campus Senvices 


Fair 


College Life Begins Now. . 


Learn about Clubs, College Programs & Services 


Have Fun! Join us! 


HAVERHILL CAMPUS: 
(atten te Qa) 


Monday, Sept. 19th 


{outsce on the pat) 


LAWRENCE CAMPUS: 
(Frenidn &) 


11 AM—1 PM Both Campuses 
Give Aways 


‘imited Quantities-Fist Come, First Served 
Face Rate 


Sponsored by the NECC Student Life Unit, Division of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services. 
For more information or to request communication access for this event, 
please contact the Student Engagement Center 
at 978-556-3731 or engagement@necc.mass.edu. Individuals who are deaf 
or hard of hearing may contact any NECC office via 
the relay service by dialing 7-1-1 (tty) or through Video Relay Service (VRS) 
of their choice. 


Wednesday, Sept. 14th 


“ll 
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The hidden treasure of NECC 


Parnassus is a 
finalist in the ACP 
awards 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


Imagine graduating from college 
with your new degree. 
worked hard, gotten the grades, and 
you're finally on your way to getting 
your dream job. You sit down to write 
your resume, and as you look at it 
you realize all you have to put on it is 
an education -- no experience. Will it 
be enough? you wonder. 

Pursuing a college degree for a 
dream job can be a labor of love. 
Sometimes though you need a little 
more than just talent or love especial- 
ly if you're striving for a career in 
writing, photography or the arts. 
Many students boost their chances of 
getting a job after graduating by tak- 
ing advantage of the additional learn- 
ing and experiential opportunities 
that colleges offer. 

At Northern Essex, clubs and 
organizations, such as Parnassus 
Literary Arts Magazine, offer stu- 
dents more than fun and friendship: 
they give the chance to experience 
success, sometimes even national 
recognition, and participate in a wide 
range of activities to further enhance 
their skills and resumes. 

Parnassus has been an NECC 
club since 1965. It is a student-run 
literary arts magazine composed of 
short fiction, poems, creative nonfic- 
tion, and all types of printable art and 
photography. 

In recent years, since Professor 
Patrick Lochelt took over as faculty 
advisor in the spring of 2006, it has 
achieved national awards and recog- 
nition. 

Last-year Parnassus was honored, 
for the third consecutive year, with 
top honors from the national 
American Scholastic Press 
Association awards, winning First 
Place as well as Best Page Design. 
Recently, on Sept. 1, 2011, Parnassus 
was announced as a finalist in the 
prestigious Associated Collegiate 
Press awards, putting it once again in 
the top ten literary magazines for all 
universities, not just community col- 


You've 


leges, nationwide. 

In 2009 it won the honor. 

"It's been nice that we've been 
able to take Parnassus and turn it into 
something that students can be 
nationally recognized with,” Lochelt 
said. When he talked about Parnassus 
while sitting at his desk in his third 
floor office, surrounded by awards 
and cover designs of the magazine, 
he spoke with a quiet pride and affec- 
tion. 

His demeanor was professional 
and yet he somehow reminded me of 
a valiant character from a Gothic 
novel. English and Literature is a 


dominate force in Lochelt's life: he is 
currently an adjunct professor, teach- 
ing English and Literature, at three 
colleges; NECC, Middlesex 
Community College in Lowell and 
the University of Massachusetts in 
Lowell. In his free time he works on 
Parnassus. 

"I don't get paid for it. I do it out 
of just wanting to have something 
great for the students here. Because I 
know how much it had such an influ- 
ence on me when I was on the other 
end" he said. 

When he was a community col- 
lege student at American River 
College in Sacramento, unsure what 
he wanted to do, he came upon their 
literary arts magazine and submitted 
some work. A couple of his stories 
were published in one of their edi- 
tions and he had so much fun that he 
decided to join the staff. He worked 
as an editor on the magazine, work- 
ing one on one with students -- and 
that's what got him into teaching. 

When he moved to New England 
in 2005 and started working at 
NECC, the position for faculty advi- 
sor of Parnassus had just become 
open. 

"It was a serendipitous moment 
because that's exactly what I really 
wanted to do," he said. He took over 
the position in 2006 and has been 
leading the magazine since. 

According to Lochelt one of the 
frustrating things about Parnassus is: 
"A lot of people come to the school 
and don't know what Parnassus is at 
all." He works diligently along side 
the current staff to try and get the 
word out about the magazine; usually 
by posters or word of mouth. 

Students can choose to join the 
club and take part in the publication 
process or they can just submit their 
work. They can also do both if they 
want. 

"Lots of people who join the staff 
are people who are already kind of 
creative minded, which is why we 
have a large amount of people who 
are on the staff that also get published 
-- people who are already writers, 
artists or photographers. It's not some 
conspiracy that there are people who 
are also on the staff that get [pub- 
lished]: Those are people who, if they 
were not on the staff, probably would 


have been published anyway” 
Lochelt said 
Being both on the staff of 


Parnassus and and submitting work 
to the magazine can have its draw- 
backs though, as I found out for 
myself last Spring when I took a trial 
run on the staff. 

During the final meeting I sat 
with the other staff member around a 
table reviewing and choosing work, 
that would be published in the maga- 
zine. My own work came up for 
review and I had to sit in the circle 
and hear the other staff members 
comments and criticisms 


One poem and two photos were 


cut while a story and another photo 
made it in. 

"You have to really not be thin- 
skinned about it." Lochelt said. It's 
what a creative person has to do in 
order to succeed. "Unfortunately for 
every one piece that gets in there's 
maybe twenty that gets cut. We have 
to cut through a lot of stuff to find the 
really good things. But hopefully that 
doesn't discourage people from want- 
ing to do better and submitting stuff 
again." 

For myself and many others it 
was a valuable learning experience. 

According to Lochelt being on 
the staff "certainly helps people with 
their writing skills or art skills. It can 
be fun just to have control and to be 
able to scrutinize these things." 

He also’says it it gives a person a 
good eye for quality work. 

"You can't just read over a poem 
just once and on a gut instinct say yes 
or no. These things demand multiple 
readings often, and taking a look at 
what's really going on here -- what is 
this person saying and does this 
deserve to be printed. 

There are a lot of questions we 
have to ask." As a result, "You get to 
take away a better sense of critical 
thinking, or even just reading or 
looking closely.at things - analyzing 
things.” 

Not everyone wants to be on the 
staff of Parnassus and just submitting 
work can still lead to a valuable expe- 
rience. Linda Germain was an art stu- 
dent at NECC from 2005 to 2008. 

During her time here she submit- 
ted a few pieces of work each semes- 
ter and had multiple works published. 

One of her works was featured as 
a the cover of the magazine in 2007. 
She was also asked to work on some 
hand written font for that publication. 

Currently she is trying to make it 
as full time as an artist. She has her 
own studio in downtown Haverhill, 
and she teaches out of some commu- 
nity art centers in Lawrence, Lynn 
and Newburyport and at in the sum- 
mer College for Kids program at 
NECC. 

Germain said she has been teach- 
ing and trying to figure out how to 
make art and sell art all at the same 
time 

"It's nice to be able to have some- 
thing like this [Parnassus].," Germain 
said. "When I first got out of school it 
was another line for the resume." 

“While she was submitting her art 
and photography to Parnassus, 
Germain said "If | was submitting 
three pieces I would probably submit 
something safe based on looking at 
other ones - do | think it would fit in. 
So something safe, something risky 
then a third piece. But you never can 
tell because my risky pieces got in 
and my safe pieces did not...I think 
that's a lesson to learn though in life 
especially if you're an artist or a 
writer. Because you never can really 
tell what the jury wants. You try to 


Michele Simon Photo 


Parnassus faculty advisor, Patrick Lochelt shows off 
the most recent and past issues of the magazine. 


anticipate what they want but if there 
is no theme at all, you just put your 
best out there and see what happens 
and then you can ask for feedback." 
"What I would suggest for peo- 
ple that really want to get into 
Parnassus" Lochelt said is that "I 
think a lot of people put off submit- 
ting because they know we have two 


submission dates; one in fall and one ~ 


in spring. I think a lot of people wait 
until spring. What I would suggest is 
that people do actually submit in fall. 
Because if you get in first time 
through - great! Yeah, you have to 
wait another six months before it's 
printed, but you can still submit again 
in the spring. 

"But if you get rejected, which is 
statistically more likely for most peo- 
ple, we're happy to write back to you 
and say ‘hey could you fix this up’ or 
you can write to us and say ‘why did 
I get rejected and what can I do to 
make it better?" That way you have 
another four months if you need it to 
polish your work and improve your 
chances of getting in. 

“We're always happy to look at 
revisions and we're always happy to 
revisit things that we've read before, 
especially if they've been improved 
upon. We tend to get less submissions 
in the fall but I wish we would get 


more because it would be helpful for 
people to work on stuff more and get 
it [published], 

"I would really encourage people 
if they want to join the staff. It's real- 
ly low impact, not a huge commit- 
ment. It's a lot of fun. You get to 
decide what goes in, you get to start 
talking about the design, you get to 
meet cool people" Lochelt said. 

As the new school year begins, 
Parnassus and the other clubs and 
organizations at NECC will be seek- 
ing new members. Lochelt said 
Parnassus will start with a blank 
slate. 

He likes it that way. It's up to the 
staff, new and old, to decide what the 
new magazine will shoot for and 
what it will look like. 

With the current issue now on 
stands featuring Stephen King as a 
host writer and already garnering 
national recognition, the bar has been 
set high. 

Lochelt has no big ideas yet for 
the coming year "Just make another 
one and make it better than the last 
one.” 

The information for 
Pamassus and the other NECC clubs 
can be 


contact 


found at: 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/student- 
life/activities/clubs/ 
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NECC Sports update 


Heres whats going 
on in the next few 
weeks at NECC 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Opinion editor 


NECC’s Athletics department 
has a lot going on this semester. Sue 
MacAvoy, NECC’s Coordinator of 
Athletics, went over the scheduled 
meetings and important dates in the 
next several weeks. 


Red Sox beat Yankees 9-5 


By Howarp ULMAN 
AP Sports Writer 


BOSTON (AP) _ Jacoby 
Ellsbury hit a tie-breaking two-run 
homer in the sixth inning, Josh 
Beckett improved to 4-0 against the 
New York Yankees and the Boston 
Red Sox came from behind for a 9-5 
win on Wednesday night. 

The Red Sox, who lost the series 
opener 5-2 on Tuesday night, extend- 
ed their AL East lead over the 
Yankees to 11/2 games and improved 
their record to 11-3 this season 
against their division rivals. 

David Ortiz and Jason Varitek also hit 
two-run homers for Boston. 

The Yankees scored four runs in 
the sixth off Beckett (12-5) _ the 
same amount they managed in his 
other 32 innings against them this season _ 
and went ahead 5-4. 

In the bottom of the inning, Phil 
Hughes (4-5) retired the first batter. 


All NECC 


"[Women's] volleyball started 
this week," said MacAvoy. 

"Anyone can join as long as 
they're a fulltime student." 

"Through the month of 
September, we'll be having some 
meetings for our men's and women's 
basketball teams, because they will 
be starting up October Ist," said 
MacAvoy. The basketball season 
starts in November. 

"Track and field, also, will be 
having meetings," said MacAvoy. 

An NECC student, Noelli 
Figuero, was the national champion 
last year in the 100 meter sprint, and 


Then he went ahead of Josh 
Reddick 0-2 before walking him, 
and Reddick scored the tying run 
on Varitek's double. After Marco 
Scutaro flied out, left-hander 
Boone Logan came in to face 
lefty Ellsbury. On a 3-and-1 
count, Ellsbury hit his 24th 
homer into the left-field seats 
above the Green Monster. 

Beckett allowed four earned 
runs and six hits through seven 
innings. He struck out eight and 
walked three. 

Daniel Bard and Jonathan Papelbon 
each pitched a scoreless inning and the 
Red Sox improved to 62-3 this season 
when leading after six. 

The Yankees had taken a 1-0 
lead in the third on Derek Jeter's 
RBI single. The Red Sox went 
ahead 2-1 in the bottom of the 
inning, scoring on Dustin 
Pedroia's groundout with runners 
at second and third and on Jed 
Lowrie's RBI single. 


students, 


faculty & staff 
are eligible for an 
EXCLUSIVE 
discounted rate & 
PRIORITY enrollment! 


Award-winning early 
education & child care 
conveniently located on 
NECC’s two campus locations: 


Lawrence Little 


Sprouts (@ Riverwalk 


1 Merrimack St Building 1, Entrance C 


Haverhill Little Sprout 


AMESBURY - ANDOVER - DEDHAM - HAVERHILL - HAVERHILLia MECC 
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Sports 


Upcoming» 
meetings 


Volleyball 


2nd in the 200 meter. She is NECC's 
first female champion, and the first 
NECC champion to hold the title for 
two years in a row. 

The baseball team placed second 
in regionals, and were one game 
away from making it to the champi- 
onship. 

Baseball at NECC this semester 
is in a scrimmage season. Students 
are welcome to attend games, but the 
scores are not reported, and none of 
the games are official. "It's very 
informal," said MacAvoy. 


September 8 at 3:00 
in the gymnasium of Sport and Fitness Center 
Haverhill Campus 


Men’s Basketball 


September 12 at 5:00 
in D129, Sport and Fitness Center 
Lawrence Campus 


Women’s Basketball 
To Be Announced 


Track and Field 
October 20th at 5:00 


in Sport and Fitness Center Lobby 
Haverhill Campus 


Jeter got his second single in the top of 
the fifth, moving into 20th place all-time, 
ahead of Craig Biggio, with 3,061 career 
hits. He was left stranded. 

Boston made it 4-1 in the fiffh on Ortiz’s 
homer deep into the center field bleachers after 
Adnan Gonzalez singled. It was Ortiz’s 28th 
homer of the year and extended his hitting streak 
to 14 games. 

The Yankees regained the lead in 
the sixth, helped by an error by right 
fielder Reddick. 

Mark Teixeira was hit by a pitch lead- 
ing off the inning, took second on a wild 
pitch by Beckett and scored on a double by 
Robinson Cano. Nick Swisher then 
walked and Eric Chavez followed with a 
liner down the right field line. It got by 
Reddick and Chavez was credited with a 
double. The error allowed him to take third 
and Swisher to score. Eduardo Nunez's * 
sacrifice fly put the Yankees on top 5-4. 

Varitek gave the Red Sox a four- 
run cushion in the eighth with his 
10th homer. 


NECC Sports online: 
www.NJCA.org 
Colleges - Northern Essex 


Little Sprouts, 
Big Differences 


- Accredited, affordable, early education 
and child care since 1982 


- Asafe, nurturing, and fun environment 


+ Awarded "Preschoo 


enter of Excell 
by the U5. Department o 


f Education 


Come experience the BIG difference 


- LAWRENCE 


LOWELL - METHUEN - NORTH ANDOVER - ROXBURY - SOUTH LAWRENCE - WILMINGTON - WOBURN 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


Signs you should 


dump your significant 
other IMMEDIATELY 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


There comes a time in a 
relationship, when you begin to 
question whether or not you 
want to continue seeing a person 
any longer. Some of us will say 
the answer is “Yes.” 

Then, for others, it is “No,” 
but there also is the “Maybe.” 

For those maybers out there, 
the simple list down below will 
tell you whether or not you 
indeed should continue seeing 
this person. 

1) This person is your broth- 
er or sister. But, only by mar- 
riage. 

2) They still watch Blue’s 
Clues or Dora the Explorer, 
although they are nearly 25. Not 
on the weekends though. 

3) They have many tattoos 
all over their body. Drawn on 
their skin with the permanent 
ink, from a Sharpie. 


4) People mistake them for 
Hugh Hefner constantly. And the 
worse thing is that they are actu- 
ally a woman. 

5) This person is actually 
Hugh Hefner. 

6) They are a huge fan of 
Justin Bieber. 

7) Even worse than six, they 
love ‘The Situation’ and make 
you call them that. 

8) They ask to borrow money 
to use a pay phone. 

9) When they confess their 
deep desire and affection for 
you, it isn’t ‘I love you, dear’. It 
is “I [expletive deleted] love 
you, baby.” 

10) One time you were in a 
bar and someone said to you ‘It 
is so nice you take your grand- 
parents out on Monday nights.” 

11) You get in a massive 
fight in the middle of an amuse- 


ment park. 
12) You get 
in a massive 


fight in the mid- 
dle of an amuse- 
ment park. But, 


the happiest place on earth. 

13) Just the sight of them 
causes you to dry heave. 

14) They come over to your 
house and don’t actually come 
inside. Instead they watch you 
all night long from their comfy 
spot in a tree. 

15) They dress up and pre- 
tend to be characters from the 
‘Star Wars’ franchise or from 
any other movie. The occasion 
isn’t Halloween either, it is just 
a plain old Tuesday. 

16) They ask you to move 
in, before the first date is over. 
You two just met a week ago. 

17) They tell you they want 
lots and lots of kids. When you 
ask exactly how many, they say 
about 19 or more. 

18) They eat bunny stew for 
breakfast. Who could do such a 
thing? 

19) One day you come home 


Read the Observer online: 


‘ 
to find your house a wreck. The 
TV is gone from the television 
stand, you can’t find your new 
MAC laptop anywhere and your 
bedroom has been torn apart. 

Then they walk into the room 
to find you close to hysterics 
and they take you into their 
arms and say “I thought you said 
what is mine is yours.” 

20) They fail to meet the 
minimum requirements of any 
relationships. By not wearing 
deodorant or brushing their 
teeth. 

21) They want you to move 
in, with them and their over pro- 
tective mother or father. 

22) After they touch you, 
there is an overwhelming com- 
plusive need to wash your 
hands. With bleach. 

23) Their idea of dressing 
fashionably is wearing a red 
dress. Made out of raw, bloody 
meat. 

24) They have 
pale white skin., 
which sparkles in 
the sun and they 


just not any have an_ over- 
amusement WWW.N@CC.mass.edu/ODServer — wheiming _ thirst 
park, Disney for your blood. 

World, which is 25) Even 


supposed to be 


before getting out 


Is your relationship doomed? 


of bed at 7 a.m. they. start doing 
Jello shots. 

26) They forget to tell you 
extremely important things like 
that they are pregnant (not with 
your child by the way,) married, 
or both. 

27) They are a psychopath, 
with a track record for murder- 
ing the people they are dating. 
Or any loved ones, for that mat- 
ter. 

28) You have developed the 
hearing disorder of selective 
hearing in less than a year of 
dating them because they just 
can’t stop yapping. 

29) When you're kissing it 
feels more like getting licked in 
the face by a St. Benard. 

30) They smash your stuff 
like your box of heart healthy 
Cheerios or your set of Ninja 
Turtles. 

After you did something 
wrong like eat the last low fat 
yogurt. 


Send us your columns on 
love, lust, relationships or losers 


for that matter at gither 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
or chantal_mcgovern 


@student.necc.mass.edu 


Horoscopes by the Observer Staff 


By ANDY ROBINSON AND 
THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assorted Editors 


Aries (The Ram) 

March 21 - April 20 

Your stars align today in a highly 
fortuitous arrangement, which raises 
“questions about your recent relation- 
ship choices. Beware of Virgo, 
Capircorn and Dunkin Donuts. 

In Greek mythology, it is said 
that those born under the star of the 
Ram are more prone to seduction by 
wild leaves. Consider the oak. 

Your lucky numbers are available 
with purchase in the fortune cookies 
at the Chinese restaraunt on Route 
108. 

Your element is Potassium (K), 
atomic weight 39.10 


Taurus (The Bull) 

April 21 - May 20 

The great, unyeilding cosmic 
force of the universe leaves little 
question that you will not be promot- 
ed this week. Doubly so if you are 
currently unemployed. Beware of 
Cancer (both the sign and the illness), 
Aquarius, and pay-per-view. 

In Greek mythology, it is said 
that those born under the star of the 
Bull have a promising future in tax 
law. You may find this field surpris- 
ingly relaxing, and amiable to your 
highly specific dental needs. 

Your lucky numbers are spray- 
painted on the back of a billboard in 
Dorcet. Try Google Street View. 

Your element is Rutherfordium 
(Rf), atomic weight 261 


Gemini (The Twins) 

May 21 - June 20 

Hope shines from the heavens as 
your child is brought into this 
world: “Feel free to interpret that 
metaphorically if the literal sense 
isn’t applicable. Perhaps you've 
started a new musical piece, or 
embarked on a new sculpture 
Beware Libra, Scorpio and Jim. 


Especially Jim. 

In Greek mythology, the twins 
were responsible for the founding of 
Rome. Don’t let this discourage you, 
however, the Roman Empire is going 
strong. I think. 

Your lucky numbers are taped to 
the side of a moving van traveling at 
65 mph from New York to 
Philidelphia. If you leave from 
Haverhill on Route 495, travelling 70 
mph, how long will it take you to 
intercept the van and collect your 
number? It’s your problem now. 

Your element is Nickel (Ni), 
atomic weight 58.70 _ 


Cancer (The Crab) 

June 21 - July 22 

Johnny Cash once said he shot a 
man in Reno. You, on the other hand, 
posess a dazzling stamp collection in 
your future. Keep an eye out in par- 
ticular for late 1940’s stamps featur- 
ing then-president Eisenhower. 
Beware Leo, Taurus and anachronis- 
tic collectibles. They are cursed. 

In Greek mythology, the Crab 
was kind of a jerk. You can be, too, 
but don’t worry. Usually, your 
friends will get over it. And Dave 
totally should have told you about 
that wedding invitation. He knew 
you'd forget. 

Your lucky numbers are being 
held by an RMV employee. He or 
she has been instructed to withhold 
them until you’ve asked four times 
per hour for at least three hours. You 
can circumvent this condition by 
dumping their coffee on their lap. 
It’s a signal. 

Your element is Technetium (Tc), 
atomic weight 98 


Leo (The Lion): 

July 23 - August 22 

The stars are sick of your crap. 
Seriously, what’s wrong with you? 
That Virgo last week was totally not 
in your chart, man. Quit mastering 
your own destiny. Also: no one likes 
Smashmouth. Beware Virgo. 
Seriously. 


In Greek mythology, (And also in 
a deleted scene in the upcoming 
Blue’s Clues movie) the Lion repre- 
sents strength and virility. See what 
you get when you deny your sign? 
Strength? Gone. _ Virility? Gone. 
How do you like that, puny human? 

Your lucky numbers were sup- 
posed to be mght here, but I don’t 
even want to tell you now. Deal. 

Your element is Bismuth (Bi), 
atomic weight 208.98 


Virgo (The Maiden) 

August 23 - September 22 

The winds of the Agean Sea 
breathe new life into your hopes and 
dreams. It’s totally time to get the 
band back together. Remember that 
script you were going to write? Do 
it. You know that mountain you were 
going to climb? You're totally not 
too out of shape. Grab life by the 
bungee cord and take a leap of faith 
off that old, rickety bridge. Beware 
of nothing. 

In Greek mythology, the Maiden 
was horribly under-represented. 
Affirmative Action campaigns have 
been instated to update modern 
mythological systems with more 
appropriate representation of the 
feminine spirit. Paganism has bene- 
fitted greatly from this inclusiveness. 

Your lucky numbers are on the 
back of the bottle cap you threw out 
this morning. I bet they haven’t emp- 
tied that trash barrel yet, it’s not too 
late. 

Your element is Zinc (Zn), atom- 
ic weight 65.37 


Libra (The Scales) 
September 23 - October 22 
See: Gemini 


Scorpio (The reais As 

October 23 - November 21 

Your hormones have been crazy 
lately. We saw you crying doing the 
dishes. We know things get rough 
sometimes (We are the stars, after all) 
but don’t worry. You'll pull through. 
Probably. To be honest, we’re mak- 


ing this up as we go. Then again, so 
are you. Beware of Saggitarius and 
false reassurance, particularly in print 
media. 

In Greek mythology, the 
Scorpion was a sfickler when it came 
to Historical accuracy. So remember, 
no one likes a nitpicker. Pipe down, 
you insufferable cad. 

Your lucky numbers are the 
launch codes for the United States 
nuclear program. Contact B. Obama 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW, 
Washington, DC 20500. 

Your element is Cobalt (Co), 
atomic weight 58.93 


Sagittarius (The 
Archer/Centaur) 

November 22 - December 21 

There’s gold up in them there 
hills. Grab a pan and shovel and start 
hiking! The prospectors will get 
there first if you don’t leave now. 
Forget your classes, money is to be 
made! Beware Aries, Leo and the 
Confederate Army. 

In Greek Mythology, the 
Archer/Centaur were brothers. Yeah, 
I didn’t know that either. You are one 
of the three astrological signs that are 
apparently two people. (Along with 
Gemini and those fish.) It’s not a 
good thing. 

Your lucky numbers are the same 
as they were last month. Yay, consis- 
tency! 

Your element is Aluminum (Al), 
atomic weight 26.98 


Capricorn (The Sea- 
goat) 

December 22 - January 20 

Your pocket full of dreams is get- 
ting heavier each day. You know 
this, and other people are beginning 
to notice, too. Drop that cotton candy 
and get on the waterslide. The future 
is just an irresponsible decision away. 
Beware Cancer, Virgo and stable 
employment. 

In Greek mythology, the Sea- 
goat couldn’t swim. Go figure. 
Learn to. swim now, or you’ ll regret it 


for the rest of your short professional 
diving career. 

Your lucky numbers are glued to 
the back of the Rita Hayworth poster 
hanging up in your neighbor’s prison 
cell. Ask for a visit. 

Your element is Tungsten (W), 
atomic weight 183.85 


Aquarius (The Water 
Carrier) 

January 21 - February 19 

First off: Drop the song. It’s stu- 
pid. Second, seriously, it’s the 21st 
century. Everyone has water. 
Theodore Rosevelt had his band of 
rough riders. You have your 
collection of antique clown figurines 
which you bought off the set of Joe 
Dirt. It wasn’t impressive then. It’s 
just sad now. Beware Capircorn, 
Pisces and self-esteem. 

In Greek mythology, the Water 
Carrier was an important member of 
a functioning society. This is no 
longer the case. Get a real job. 

Your lucky numbers are in the 
special features of the DVD menu of 
40-Year Old Virgin. 

Your element is Calcium (Ca), 
atomic weight 40.08 


Pisces (The Two Fish) 

February 20 - March 20 

Fortune smiles on you today as 
you take your first steps toward per- 
sonal autonomy. Your efforts to sep- 
arate yourself from your parents’ 
overbearing control are not in vain. 
Today, you borrow their car to get to 
work. Tomorrow, the universe! 
Beware Gemini, Libra and socialism. 

In Greek mythology, the Two 
Fish were responsible for some of the 
worst atrocities in human history. 
This is a good sign! The bar is 
incredibly low for your relative 
virtue. 

Your lucky numbers will emerge 
from the milk in your Lucky C 
tomorrow morning. Clovers stand 
for the number 4; the rest are obvi- 
ous. 

_ Your element is Tin (Sn), atomic 
weight 118.69 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


FOR A SCIENTIFIC STUDY 


THEY ARE =I CANTSHAKE THE © 
UNNERVING. FEELING THAT AT ANY 


INVESTIGATING WHETHER 
PEOPLE. CAN DISTINGUISH 
BETWEEN SCIENTIFIC 
STUDIES AND KIDNEY- 
HARVESTING SCAMS. 


(HEALTHY TYPE-0 ADULTS ONLY) 


_ WANTED: Your own 
__ brilliant comics. _ 
s. sendto.. 
‘necc.mass.edu! © 


All comics from xked.com 


me 201) 
GUIDE TO MAKING PEOPLE FEEL OLD 


— USING MOMIE RELEASE DATES — 


A LEADING POUTICIAN TODAY CHARGED THAT 
THE MEDIA, RATHER THAN INFORMING PEDFLE, 
NOW MERELY palais PUBLIC IGNORANCE. 


DO OUR VIEWERS AGREE? LETS HEAR 
FROM SOME VOWES ON THE STREET... 
YEARS AGO?” 


CLOSER TO THE MOON 


LANDING THAN THE ——_ eee 


PRESENT DAY?” GE. 
OVER] “HEY, DIDYOU SEE THIS CHART? YOU MATCH YOUR AGE. To MOVIE— OH, RIGHT, SORRY, LRIS2., 
35 IT ONLY GOES UP TO 35. I Guess ITS NOT REALLY AIMED AT OLDER PEceLE* ee eS ae 


NOT LAST DECADE, - 
THE ONE BEFORE 77447? 


AGO 


2° 
EIGHTEEN YEARS AGO?” 


TWENTY YEARS AGO? 


MORE THAN TWENTY 
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Got an entrepreneurial IDEA? 


EXPERIMENT and put it into ACTION! 
($500.00 Grants available!) 


Become a Campus Catalyst! . 


The Campus Catalyst Program is interested in you! Someone who has an IDEA and wants an oppor- 
tunity to experiment and put it into ACTION! 


To Apply, submit an application starting September 15 to October 3, 2011 


Initial grant of $500, plus support and growth opportunities will be provided to promising projects. 


Criteria for funding: 


bs Social Responsibility- Community and/or environmental impact 
> Innovation 
Sustainability 
7 Student Driven-Based on student ideas 
- Student Teams-Consist of 2-5 enrolled students. 
be Practicality 
® 


- Opportunity - Addresses need in Lawrence, Lowell or Merrimack Valley 


For an application or more information, check out 
http://www.uml.edu/mvsandbox/application. 


NECC Contacts: 


Dina Brown (Students, Haverhill) dbrown@necc.mass.edu; Sue Grolnic (Faculty) sgrolnic@necc.mass.edu; 
Nita Lamborghini (Students, Haverhill) nlamborghini@necc.mass.edu; or Dawna Perez (Students, Lawrence) dperez@necc.mass.edu 


